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Guam
Natural & Man-made 

Disasters
Guam has had more experience than 
most….
– Typhoons, and
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Only After Katrina and Rita 
in 2005:

A National Call to Action!
Congress required a comprehensive national assessment of state and 
local preparedness in FY2007 in the Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act; and

Each state receiving Federal preparedness assistance was required to 
submit an annual preparedness report beginning in January 2008, but

Only half a page of the 64-page application kit for the Emergency 
Management Performance Grants mentioned the importance of 
integrating people with disabilities into emergency planning, despite 
the fact that

People with disabilities constitute approximately 15%-20% of the US 
population and about 30% in the US have some chronic disease.

Are People with Disabilities 
in Guam Prepared for Man-
made or Natural Disasters?

Have you 
– purchased extra provisions? 

– arranged for a place to meet in an 
emergency? 

– located a near-by and accessible 
shelter? or 

– packed a go-kit?
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Have Emergency Plans on Guam Included 
People with Disabilities in their Plans?

In the planning??
– Guam planning group inclusive of people with disabilities
– Developing accessible shelters (requirement under the ADA)
– Developing accessible & redundant notification systems/voluntary

registries
– Training first responders
– Evacuations/accessible transportation

• Drills
• Establishing voluntary Organizations Active in Disabilities (VOAD)

Sheltering
• food, grooming, medical attention, communication

Recovery
• Returning home
• Replacing lost or destroyed AT and DME
• Crisis counseling
• Disaster unemployment aid
• Emergency feeding programs
• Disaster legal aid

Emergency Preparedness for ALL!

Emergency Preparedness for Emergency Preparedness for 
ALLALL first meansfirst means

A better job helping people with 
developmental and other disabilities 
learn about how to prepare 
themselves for what to do in the 
case of a man-made or natural 
emergency
– Start with being informed…
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJQr40wJ5MA
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Emergency Preparedness for Emergency Preparedness for 
ALLALL meansmeans

Training emergency personnel about
– the need for accessible information,
– the need for accessible shelters
– including people with disabilities in 

planning and practice drills
– preparing advocates

This means cross-systems 
training
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http://www.aac-rerc.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=150
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Collect & Distribute DME & AT to those in 
Need: One Example from Katrina and Rita

Collect & Distribute DME & AT to those in 
Need: One Example from Katrina and Rita
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Emergency Preparedness for Emergency Preparedness for 
ALLALL meansmeans

Obtaining personal stories from survivors of Obtaining personal stories from survivors of 
emergencies, such as Pamela Kennedyemergencies, such as Pamela Kennedy

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Emergency Preparedness for Emergency Preparedness for 
ALLALL meansmeans
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Being counted in general national Being counted in general national 
surveys on emergency preparedness surveys on emergency preparedness 
or targeted surveys on emergency or targeted surveys on emergency 
preparedness and people with preparedness and people with 
disabilities.disabilities.
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Emergency Preparedness for Emergency Preparedness for 
ALLALL meansmeans

Aggressively applying civil rights laws Aggressively applying civil rights laws 
(ADA) to the(ADA) to the
–– State and local emergency preparedness State and local emergency preparedness 

organizations and initiatives, organizations and initiatives, 
–– Red Cross and other first responders,Red Cross and other first responders,
–– FEMA,FEMA,
–– Emergency sheltersEmergency shelters
–– HospitalsHospitals

Questions for Guam

Who is taking the lead: RE Disability?
Is there a coordinated effort here?
Is there training for people with disabilities?
Is there cross-system training (people with 
disabilities, advocates, emergency response professionals)
Is there a EP&R Plan with and for people with 
disabilities?
Is A.T. being collected and stored in case of disaster?
What are your next steps?
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Resources

Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center (RERC) 
on Communication Enhancement 
http://www.aac-rerc.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=148&Itemid=144

ADA Guide for Local Governments
http://www.ada.gov/emergencyprepguide.htm

Emergency Preparedness:  Addressing the Needs of 
Employees with Disabilities

http://www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/fact/effective.htm


