
I Famagu’on-ta Youth and the Juvenile Justice System 
While local prevalence data is not available on the number of youth with mental illness in Guam’s juvenile justice 
system, we do know that 74% of youth served by I Famagu’on-ta reported engaging in some type of delinquent 
or illegal behavior at intake. These 82 youth have at least one DSM-IV, Axis I diagnosis. Seventy-six percent met 
the criteria for two or more diagnoses. The most frequently reported diagnoses are: Oppositional Defiant Disorder 
(19%), Mood Disorders (15%), Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (13%), Conduct Disorder (10%), and Post 
Traumatic and Acute Stress Disorder (8%).

Characteristics of Youth with Juvenile Justice Involvement at Intake
•  Average age is 14 years

•  76% are male

•  76% percent are Chamorro or Chamorro mix; 15% are Chuukese; 5% are Filipino 
and 4% are from other cultural/ethnic groups

•  80% live with their biological families

•  41% percent come from homes with an annual income of less than $10,000

•  Youth experience multiple risk factors: 

  •  25% have witnessed domestic violence

  •  24% have lived with someone who is depressed

  •  28% have lived with someone with a substance abuse problem 
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Five Most Frequently Reported Problems Experienced by Youth
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Five most frequently reported youth problems at intake. Enrollment 
and Demographic Information Form (EDIF). Caregiver report, n = 82.
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Percentage of youth arrested, convicted of a crime and 
sentenced to a secure facility at intake and 2 years.  Delinquency 
Survey-Revised (DS-R). Youth self-report.
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Percentage of youth with CBCL 6 -18 Total Problem 
scores in the clinical range.  Child Behavioral 
Checklist 6 -18 (CBCL). Caregiver report, n = 28.
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Suicide Ideation and Attempts Decrease

Percentage of youth who reported suicidal ideation and suicide 
attempts within the past 6 months at intake and 2 years.  Youth 
Information Questionnaire (YIQ). Youth self report, n = 39.

Rates of Delinquent Behaviors and 
Illegal Activities Decrease

In the past 6 months, have you...

Been a bully or threatened other 
people without the use of a
weapon. (n = 39)

Been in trouble with the police for 
running away. (n = 38)

Percentage of youth who engaged in delinquent behaviors and illegal activities 
at intake and 2 years. Delinquency Survey-Revised (DS-R). Youth self-report.

Been in trouble with the police for 
skipping school. (n = 34)

Taken something without paying 
for it. (n = 39)

Hit someone or got into a physical 
fight. (n = 39)
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Fewer youth are being arrested, 

convicted of crimes, and incarcerated

Youth are engaging in less illegal 

activities and delinquent behaviors

Youth emotional and behavioral 

health is improving

Youth are less depressed

Fewer youth are suicidal

Caregivers report less stress

Evaluation Score Card for Youth 

with Juvenile Justice Involvement
Guam System of Care


