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Message from the Director

February 14, 2013 marks the Emerald, or 20th Anniversary of the University of Guam Center for
Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service (Guam CEDDERS)

as a nationally designated Center of Excellence. We are thrilled to be celebrating the strengths
and capacity of Guam CEDDERS to address the area of disability through interdisciplinary
training, technical assistance and clinical support, research and evaluation, and dissemination
of high quality publications, materials, and information. We have, from 1993-2013, touched

an entire generation of individuals. Those born in 1993 are now in the workforce or are in the
process of completing college degrees.

Anniversaries provide an opportunity for retrospective reflection, lead to celebration of the
outcomes of collective efforts, and provide a platform for saying thank you to all who have
supported our journey. It is a time to reflect on who we are as a Center of Excellence, who we serve, and with whom we
collaborate in carrying out our mission. An Emerald Anniversary is also a time to reflect on the legacy created by Guam
CEDDERS and to imagine and plan for the positive impact Guam CEDDERS will continue to contribute to in the future.

We thank our Advisory Council, as key stakeholders in the effort to enhance the quality of life, opportunities, and
inclusion of individuals with developmental disabilities and their families in our island and regional communities.

We acknowledge your longstanding partnership with us in this important work. We thank Guam'’s self-advocates and
family members, parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, and cousins, for guiding us and strengthening our work. We thank

our Tri-Agency partners, Guam Legal Services Corporation-Disability Law Center and Guam Developmental Disabilities
Council, for working with us on a joint agenda for change and support. We thank Guam’s agency heads, non-profit
organization directors, policy makers, Congresswoman, and the Governor for entrusting leadership responsibilities in
the area of disabilities to Guam CEDDERS through the designation of our organization as lead agency for major efforts,
and for supporting Guam CEDDERS in securing millions of dollars in federal funding each year. We thank the University
community and our university leaders for giving us autonomy and support so that we may conduct, in creative and
meaningful ways, outreach and support that is consistent with the Land Grant philosophy and that makes a real
difference in the lives of individuals with disabilities and allows for the greatest impact within the community. We thank
our regional partners for joining with and supporting our efforts to provide outreach beyond the shores of Guam to the
wider Pacific community.

Guam CEDDERS is a dynamic, everchanging, collaborative organization with the singular vision of enhancing the
quality of life for those with developmental disabilities. Guam CEDDERS values mutual respect and stays focused.
Organizationally we are resilient, have the courage and passion to tackle big issues, and are absolutely tenacious in
our quest to pursue both excellence and equity. What makes Guam CEDDERS effective is the outstanding quality and
commitment of our entire staff, and the manner in which each contribute to the whole of the organization and to our
shared mission which is:

In partnership with individuals with disabilities and their families, agencies, organizations, and service
providers, the Guam CEDDERS creates pathways that enhance, improve, and support the quality of life of
individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.

In this report, you will find a synopsis of Guam CEDDERS’s major outcomes over the past 20 years, including success in
leveraging more than 102 million dollars in funding to support training, technical assistance, research, and dissemination
of information that has impacted individuals, families, schools, agencies, service providers, clinicians, community
members, and policy makers.

Review our timeline of major impacts, and celebrate with us as we summarize overall achievements that we believe have
increased the quality of life for individuals with developmental disabilities on Guam and in the Pacific region.

As we renew our commitment for the next decade, we look forward to your continued support, collaboration, and
partnership as we continue our journey, expand our legacy, strive to even higher levels of excellence, and stay true to our
mission over the coming decades.

BIE: UOGEIBA GUAM CEDDERS!!

Heidi San Nicolas, Ph.D., Director



UAP Founders, 1993
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Shown above is the original five-member team that established Guam University Affiliated Program (UAP) in February, 1993 at the Pacific Basin UAP
Organizational Meeting in Honolulu. (L-R): Dr. Steve Spencer, Associate Superintendent for Special Education, Guam Department of Education; Lola Rojas,
Executive Director, Guma’ Mami Inc.; Frances Standing Soldier, Executive Director, Guam Developmental Disabilities Council; Dr. Heidi San Nicolas, UAP
Director; Peter Alexis Ada, Deputy Director, Department of Public Health & Social Services.

Guam CEDDERS (formerly UAP) has served as a training, technical assistance, and research center in the Western
Pacific Region for the past 20 years. Beginning in 1993 as a satellite program of the University of Hawaii's University
Affiliated Program, Guam CEDDERS in 1995 evolved to a fully funded center that aims to provide assistance in the
movement to enhance, improve, and support the quality of life on individuals with disabilities and their families.
Past and on-going collaborative efforts include working with government and non-profit organizations in Guam,
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia including Chuuk, Kosrae,
Pohnpei, and Yap, as well as the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Republic of Palau, and American Samoa.

Funding for UAPs now University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs) began in 1963
under President John F. Kennedy. Guam CEDDERS is Guam’s Center of Excellence and receives core funding from the
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Administration on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities.

Guam CEDDERS is a member of Association of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD), the national organization
which represents 67 Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service

in operation nationwide. This affiliation facilitates the accessibility of information on appropriate services for
individuals with disabilities. Our staff expertise is enhanced and extended by being able to use the resources of the
AUCD network in the provision of services and training and the development of products.
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THE EVOLUTION OF GUAM CEDDERS

The facts and stats celebrating 20 years of service in our region.

The University of Guam Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research
& Service is one of 67 University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD)
nationwide and is ranked 22" in the nation in the amount of funding leveraged.

THE TIMELINE

This timeline highlights some key events throughout Guam CEDDERS' history and represents only a fraction of the training,
service, techincal assistance, research, and information dissemination that our organization has facilitated each year.
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CEDDERS IMPACT & OUTCOMES

Direct and/or Demonstration Services
3,179 hours of service to 29,63 7 participants over the last ten years

Clinical Services
28,905 babies had their hearing screened
from November 2002 to the present



Training
11,953 hours of training provided locally and regionally for 30,704 participants over
the last ten years

Technical Assistance

39,987 hours of technical assistance and community services provided locally and
regionally for 61,500 participants over the last ten years

Sign Language Interpreter Training Program Pacific Vision Instruction Project (VIP) Master’s Degree Program



CEDDERS IMPACT & OUTCOMES

Developing & Disseminating Information

Developed 672 products, and of those products, 416,647 units were disseminated over the
|ast ten years.

The Guam CEDDERS newsletter, / Tellai (The Bridge),
has been published quarterly for 15 years.
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[ Lina'la-ta (Our Life),
previously named Ja
Na’ Sina (We Can Do
it!), a newsletter that
highlights the lives
of individuals with
disabilities has been
published quarterly
for 6 years.
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Research & Evaluation

11,735 hours of research & evaluation performed over the last ten years.

What does it mean? The Numbers in Perspective

Guam CEDDERS has supported and launched new early intervention and early hearing screening programs
including teleaudiology; has helped to establish model inclusive child care opportunities, expanded services
offered to school age children and adolescents, increased the pool and skills of qualified medical professionals,
speech pathologists, special educators, those providing leadership in neurodevelopmental disabilities, educational
assistants, administrators, sign language interpreters, vision specialists, deaf educators, and autism and other
developmental disabilities specialists. Guam CEDDERS has also educated policy makers about needed changes
and creation of local laws, and has provided systems change opportunities while also encouraging expansion and
improvement in services, transportation, employment opportunities, and job accommodations. Guam CEDDERS
has provided a center where citizens may gain familiarity with assistive technology services and devices. Guam
CEDDERS has improved the lives and opportunities of individuals with disabilities and their families through
strategic partnerships, collaboration, training and technical assistance, all supported through the securing of
necessary funding to launch and sustain high quality programs.

FUNDING

In 1992 UOG received $6,300 to conduct a feasibility study to establish a UAP for Guam. Over the past 20 years,
Guam CEDDERS has secured over one hundred million dollars in contracts and federal funding which has
helped to improve the lives of thousands of individuals on island and throughout the Pacific region.

1993 $55,000 2002 52,708,225 2011 $8,558,112
1994 $674,685 2003 93,012,221 2012 $8,591,401
1995 $834,000%tmx [ 2004 4,850,289 2013 99,693,946

1996 51,071,532\ 200555547383 1 TOTAl FUNDING

1997 $1,090,333 2006 $6,921,817

1998 $2830,845 | 2007 $6,615347 | OVER20YEARS

1999 $3,570427 | 2008 $10,631,739 | §102,316,279
2000 $1,720226 | 2009 $9,225,271

2001 $2,289,106 2010 $11,824,414




Guam CEDDERS Staff 2013

This report was produced with 100% funding support from the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Administration on Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities, Grant
No. 90DD0647/05 and facilitated by the University of Guam Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service (Guam CEDDERS). This report
is available in alternate formats and is also available online at www.guamcedders.org




