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The Guam System for Assistive Technology Celebrates its 25th Year

 (Top Photo) The 25th Annual GSAT Conference, was held on March 1, at Westin Resort Guam. The event welcomed 168 participants which included individuals with disabilities, service providers, family members, educators, and the general public.

On March 1, the Guam System for Assistive Technology (GSAT) hosted its annual 
Assistive Technology Conference. This year marked an important milestone for GSAT - 
celebrating its 25th anniversary of providing services and supports for individuals with 
disabilities and their family members.

This year’s theme, “Empowering Diverse Communities Through Innovative 
Technology,” brought forth a variety of presentations, panel discussions, and technology 
demonstrations. Some highlights include demonstration of two applications for visual 
access to print documents - Voiceye and RightHear, both of which offer components 
that give individuals with visual impairments greater independence in public spaces; 
the State Level and Leadership Activities offered by GSAT; keynote panelists from the 
Langston University Rehabilitation Research and Technical Assistance Center (LU-RTTC) 
about the availability of technical assistance in the areas of grant writing, conducting 
research, analyzing data, and publishing findings; and presentations from several local 
agencies on programs, activities, and information that individuals with disabilities and 
their families can access. 

About 168 individuals with disabilities, family members, and service providers 
attended this yearly event, which was co-sponsored by the Guam Developmental 
Disabilities Council (GDDC), Guam Legal Services Corporation - Disability Law Center 
(GLSC-DLC), and the Department of Integrated Services for Individuals with Disabilities 
(DISID). Senator Amanda Shelton presented a legislative resolution to GSAT in 
recognition of its 25th anniversary.
Terrie Retires After 23 Years at Guam CEDDERS

Picture Showing: Terrie Fejarang

Terrie, also known as the Libero, will be sorely missed on the Guam CEDDERS TEAM. As a player and coach in her formative years, she understands the importance of team and brought that value into the Guam CEDDERS Team for over 23 years. Terrie served in different roles on the Guam CEDDERS Team, but the toughest of them all has been the role of the Libero. Really! Let’s review…In volleyball, the Libero is a defensive specialist that requires the following attributes: good passing, good digging, good ball handling, quickness, and consistency. As the Associate Director, Terrie often served as the expert “cutter” when it came to ensuring grant narratives met the text and page limits. She did it each time without compromising the message; that’s good digging and ball handling abilities! As the Associate Director, Terrie was always ready to assist with or take on projects and activities, even during the evenings and weekends; that’s good ball handling, quickness, and consistency. And of course, Terrie’s good passing ability or mentoring provided the opportunities for others in the organization to step into roles and responsibilities of leadership.

Yes, we will miss our Libero, who might not be the lead player, but has definitely contributed to the winning team. By the way, the Libero is impossible to miss when watching a volleyball match. First time viewers of the sport might ask why the player in the back row wears a different jersey. Well, that’s the Libero and Terrie’s jersey has been her unique hair color. 

We are indebted to Terrie for her enduring support in helping build Guam CEDDERS into the strong organization that we are part of today! She mentored many into roles at Guam CEDDERS; worked to establish disability-related training programs (e.g. 
Interpreter, Educational Assistant, Speech-Language Pathology (SLP), Deaf Education, Disability Studies, etc.); supervised practicum students; nurtured our Advisory Council; and taken the lead in our dissemination/publications area!

God bless you, Terrie, for a lifetime career/labor of love on behalf of individuals with disabilities and their families, and the hugely impactful support and technical assistance that you have provided to programs/agencies/islands. You have tilled the soil, built many bridges, and created pathways! 

Thank you, Terrie, for 23 fabulous years! Happy retirement! Y-E-L-L, everybody, yell - Go, Terrie! Go, Terrie!

Picture showing: Terrie Fejarang (center) poses with her daughters, (L-R) Emma, Mary, and Amalia and granddaughter Brynn during her last day at Guam CEDDERS as the Associate Director.
Pacific UCEDD Leaders Meet on Guam

Picture shown: Leaders from the Pacific Region University Centers on Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) attended the Pacific Basin Interagency Leadership Consortium (PBILC) Planning meeting on February 28 and the 25th Annual Guam System for Assistive Technology (GSAT) Conference held at the Westin Resort Guam on March 1. The Directors also met to discuss ways to improve collaboration efforts. (L-R): Tafaimamao Tua-Tupuola, Director, American Samoa UCEDD; Dr. Heidi San Nicolas, Director, Guam CEDDERS; and Jennifer-Eileen Castro, interim Director, CNMI UCEDD.
Project Bisita Staff Attend CQI Training

Picture showing: On May 23, Vera Blaz, Guam CEDDERS Training Associate/Project Bisita I Familia TA and Training Coordinator (pictured standing second from right), and Jenika Ballesta, Guam CEDDERS Research Associate/Project Bisita Data (not pictured), facilitated training on Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI) with Project Bisita Staff using the CQI Toolkit, a resource for the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) Program developed by James Bell Associates under the Project Design Options for Home Visiting Evaluation (DOHVE). This training was part of ongoing professional development for Bisita staff.
Guam EHDI Shares Accomplishments

Picture showing: On March 1, (standing L-R) Marie Wusstig, Guam CEDDERS Training Associate, and Joseph “JJ” Mendiola, Guam CEDDERS Interoperability Data Manager, highlighted the two major accomplishments the Guam Early Hearing Detection & Intervention (EHDI) Project achieved in 2018 during the Islands/Outlying Territories Meeting at the 2019 EHDI Conference held in Chicago, IL. Not pictured: Jenika Ballesta, Guam CEDDERS Research Associate. These accomplishments included attaining significant improvement in the completion rate for Diagnostic Audiological Evaluations (DAE) in 2018 and the establishment of an active parent mentoring and leadership partnership.
Guam EHDI Consultant Provides On-site Technical Assistance

Picture showing: On April 15, (L-R) Joseph “JJ” Mendiola, Guam CEDDERS Interoperability Data Manager and Quansheng Song, Guam EHDI Consultant, discuss changes and updates to the ChildLink database.
Village Play Time Held at Piti Social Hall

 (Left photo): On March 22, Marie Wusstig (left), Guam CEDDERS Training Associate, and Tanya Simer (center), Guam CEDDERS Hearing Screening Paraprofessional, show two 
little girls and their grandmother how to make musical instruments using recycled products while attending the Village Play Time event held at the Piti Social Hall. 

(Right photo): Kunta Kinta Edmond, UOG Social Work Practicum Student (pictured left), demonstrates activities using fine motor skills during the Piti Village Play Time.

GPPT Project Fitme Participates in Head Start Fitness Fair

(Left Photo): On March 30, (L-R) Kunta Kinte Edmond, UOG Social Work Practicum Student, Bobbie Afjelle and Ashley Babauta, Guam Positive Parents Together, Inc. 
(GPPT) Project Fitme Deaf/Hard of Hearing Parent Support Group, provided 
information to parents on early hearing screening and deaf/hard of hearing 
during the 2019 Guam Head Start Program Fitness Fair held at the Dededo 
Sports Complex.

(Right Photo): Kunta Kinte Edmond (facing camera), UOG Social Work Practicum Student, plays the “Simon Says, Exercise!” Fitness Game with the children during the 
2019 Guam Head Start Program Fitness Fair at the Dededo Sports Complex. The 
children had the opportunity to have fun while exercising.
GSAT, Guam EHDI, and GPPT Participate in Head Start Conference

Picture showing: On May 13, the Guam System for Assistive Technology (GSAT), Guam Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (Guam EHDI) Project, and Guam Positive Parents Together, Inc. (GPPT) partnered to disseminate information on their respective programs during the 2019 Head Start Transition Conference at the Dusit Thani Guam 
Resort. The conference provided opportunities for sharing ideas and strategies with Head Start families as they prepare their children for transition into kindergarten. 
Pictured L-R: Ann Marie Cruz, Board President, GPPT; Shawni Acfalle, GSAT Center Assistant; Leah Abelon, GSAT Center Coordinator; and Tanya Simer, Guam CEDDERS 
Research Associate.
 Guam EHDI Staff Provide Training to GMH Nurses

Picture shown: On May 23, 24, and 26, Guam EHDI staff provides a refresher course on initial hearing screening process and equipment troubleshooting with Guam Memorial Hospital (GMHA) Authority hearing screening nurses. Left photo: Tanya Simer (right), Guam CEDDERS Research Associate. Right photo: Marie Wusstig (right), Guam CEDDERS Training Associate.
EPICS Approaches End of Project Year 4

When the Educating Pacific Island Clinicians in Speech Pathology (EPICS) Project started in May 2015, the five-year project period for the San José State University (SJSU) graduate program in Speech Language Pathology seemed like an inordinate amount of time. But here we are, ending Year 4 and entering Year 5 in August with 19 scholars wrapping up the 20th course offered by the program.

The three Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) and 16 Guam Scholars completed the final requirements for the classes on Cognitive Disorders and Motor Speech Disorders at the end of May. For the summer, the three CNMI scholars are being given priority to earn practicum hours during their six-week stay on Guam while nine of the Guam scholars travel to San José, California for their externship scheduled for June 10 – August 2. The remaining Guam scholars will also be working on their practicum experience. 

Gloria Weddington, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, SJSU Professor Emerita and EPICS Project Coordinator, conducted a site visit on May 8-14 to meet with various EPICS stakeholders. This included meeting with Guam scholars to discuss end of the semester activities and the upcoming externship. Dr. Weddington provided project updates during meetings with Special Education officials on Saipan including Suzanne Lizama, Special Education Director; Donna Flores, Personnel and Compliance Monitor Program Manager; and Nora Pangelinan, Data Management and Compliance Program Manager. Dr. Weddington also met with CNMI scholars on Saipan to discuss current project status, upcoming summer practicum placement, and courses for the final year of the program. Joining Dr. Weddington in these meetings were Keokia Mendiola, MA, CCC-SLP, SJSU Clinical Supervisor, and Terrie Fejarang, Guam CEDDERS EPICS Consultant/On-site Liaison. 

The final year of the EPICS begins in mid-August with more classwork and practicum. Comprehensive and PRAXIS examinations are scheduled for May 2020 with the second group traveling to San José for their externship in June 2020. Mark your calendars as graduation is slated to take place mid-August 2020. Biba, EPICS!


(Top Photo): On May 8, Gloria Weddington, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, SJSU Professor Emerita and EPICS Project Coordinator (seated in the center), was on Guam from May 7-13 to meet with various stakeholders regarding program and student status in addition to Year 5 plans and activities.

(Bottom Photo): Ad for the Guam Directory of Services for Individuals with Disabilities Phonebook available for download at www.guamcedders.org
EPICS Scholars (Con’t)

Picture shown: On May 12, the SJSU EPICS team comprised of Dr. Weddington, Keokia Mendiola, and Terrie Fejarang met with Jon Fernandez, Superintendent of the Guam Department of Education. The timeline for the final year of the EPICS Project was discussed, along with some of the challenges encountered by the scholars with regard to earning practicum hours. Pictured (L-R) Terrie Fejarang, Superintendent Jon Fernandez, Dr. Weddington, and Keokia Mendiola.

Picture shown: On May 10, (L-R): Sybil Crisostomo, CCC-SLP, Speech Pathologist at Guam Regional Medical City, and Dr. Weddington, met to discuss EPICS Project activities and 
upcoming events. Not Shown: Terrie Fejarang.

(Left photo): On May 9, EPICS Gloria Weddington, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, SJSU Professor Emerita and EPICS Project Coordinator, met with CNMI scholars on Saipan to discuss current project status, upcoming summer practicum placement, and courses for the final year of the program. Joining Dr. Weddington in the meeting were Keokia Mendiola, MA, CCC-SLP, SJSU Clinical Supervisor and Terrie Fejarang, Guam CEDDERS EPICS Consultant/On-site Liaison. Shown in the photo are: (L-R): Keokia Mendiola, Tricia Taitano, Ignacio Dela Cruz, Dr. Weddington, and Cathy Ruszala. Not shown: Terrie Fejarang. 

(Right photo): On May 9, EPICS representatives met with officials from the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) Public School System (PSS) Special Education Program to discuss program and scholar status along with events and activities being planned for Year 5 of the project.
Guam CEDDERS Facilitates Input from Service Providers

On April 9, seventeen service providers and representatives from parent advocacy groups gathered at the Pacific Star Resort and Spa to determine the progress of services and supports facilitated by Guam CEDDERS, as outlined in the Five-Year Work Plan in collaboration with the Developmental Disabilities Tri-Agencies. Using the World Café process, assessments were made on current assistive technology, public awareness, and self-advocacy activities. Participants acknowledged the most effective activities and identified areas in need of improvement with recommendations for upgrades. Guam CEDDERS staff served as facilitators and recorders with consultant Mary Kidd moderating the process.

Picture showing: Agencies and advocacy groups gather with Guam CEDDERS staff for a Stakeholders Input Session with Service Providers at the Pacific Star Resort and Spa, Proa Room on April 9. First row left to right are: Marie Wusstig, Guam CEDDERS; Marie Libria, Guam Developmental Disabilities Council; Jenika Ballesta, Guam CEDDERS; Jun Bravo, 
Statewide Independent Living Council; Erlinda Tydingco, Self-Advocates in Action; Harold Parker, Guam Legal Services Corporation – Disability Law Center; Tanya Simer, Guam CEDDERS; and Francis Dadufalza, State Independent Living Council. Second row left to right are: Kay Toves, Department of Integrated Services for Individuals with Disabilities; Edmund Cruz, Guam Client Assistance Program / Parents – Agencies Networking, Inc.; John Payne, Guam Community College; Phyllis Topasna, Department of Labor; Elizabeth Napoli, Guam Housing and Urban Renewal Authority; Ann Marie Cruz, Guam’s Positive Parents Together; Mary Kidd, Guam CEDDERS; Vera Blaz, Guam CEDDERS; Vicky Arriola, Down Syndrome Association of Guam; Helene Paulino, Department of Public Health and Social Services; Josephine Blas, Autism Community Together; Monica Limtiaco, Guma’ Mami; Sallie Sablan, University of Guam Counseling Services; and Jackie Taitano, Guam Regional Transit Authority.

Picture showing: Sallie Sablan, University of Guam Counseling Services, shares her table’s 
assessment of the March 2019 Guam System for Assistive Technology Fair and 
Conference. Listening on from other tables, left to right are: Monica Limtiaco, 
Guma’ Mami; Lynn Tydingco, Self Advocates in Action; and Ann Marie Cruz, 
Guam’s Positive Parents Together.

Picture showing: Advocacy representatives listen to a response regarding Self-Advocacy trainings during the April 9 input session. Seated left to right are: Josephine Blas, Autism 
Community Together; Monica Limtiaco, Guma’ Mami; and Harold Parker, Guam Legal 
Services Corporation - Disability Law Center. Standing left to right are: Tanya Simer, 
Guam CEDDERS facilitator/recorder and Mary Kidd, Guam CEDDERS consultant/
moderator.
Guam CEDDERS Facilitates Input from Self-Advocates

Picture showing: Self-advocates and family advocates / personal care assistants, assemble during the Stakeholders Input Session with Self-Advocates on April 11 at Pacific Star Resort and Spa. Seated left to right are: Evelyn Duenas, Self-Advocate; Candice Perry, Self-Advocate; Rodney Calimlim, Self-Advocate; Mary Kidd, Guam CEDDERS consultant/moderator; Tom Manglona, Self-Advocate and Josephine Cortez, Self-Advocate. Second row, standing left to right are: Esther Gina Arca, Self-Advocate; Barbara Johnson, Self-Advocate; Juan Carlos Perez, Self-Advocate; John Salas, Self-Advocate; Lisa Ogo, Self-Advocate; Finia Kachita, Self-Advocate; and Lourdes Bascon Mendiola, Family Advocate and Personal Care Assistant. Third row, standing left to right are: Jesse Perez, Family Advocate; Silvestre San Nicolas, Self-Advocate; and Clifford Wooten, Self-Advocate.

(Left Photo): Marie Wusstig, Guam CEDDERS facilitator/recorder, charts comments from self-advocates providing input on the March 2019 GSAT Conference on how it is beneficial to them and the community. Seated left to right are: Josie Cortez, Self-Advocate, and Lisa Ogo, Self-Advocate. 

(Right Photo): Juan Carlos Perez, Self-Advocate, presents his group’s assessment of public awareness activities at the Stakeholders Input Session with Self-Advocates on April 11 at the Pacific Star Resort & Spa. Seated left to right are: Barbara Johnson, Self-Advocate, and Tanya Simer, Guam CEDDERS facilitator/recorder.
GDOE Presents Annual Performance Report to Stakeholders

On January 26, Guam CEDDERS provided technical support and assistance to Guam Department of Education (GDOE) in compiling and presenting the special education data for GDOE’s Annual Performance Report (APR) for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2017 
to stakeholders. Representatives from the Guam Advisory Panel for Students with Disabilities (GAPSD) attended the meeting along with other parents. Attendees were given the opportunity to provide input.

Picture shown: Participants at the GDOE FFY 2017 APR presentation on January 26 included: (standing L-R) Michelle Dulana, Office of Senator T. Nelson; Paola Agostini, Vice-Chairperson of GAPSD; Karla Borja, Parent; Carol Darlow, Chairperson of GAPSD; Terese Crisostomo, GDOE School Program Consultant; and Daisy Gilmatan, Parent.
Rota Village Play Time Engage Young Children

In collaboration with the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) and Guam CEDDERS, Tom Babauta, GDOE School Psychologist, conducted an on-site technical assistance and 
training visit to the Republic of Palau (ROP) on April 2-4 to support the Ministry of Education, Special Education Program, to increase their capacity in identification and service provisions for students with emotional disabilities. The on-site visit included observations of students with challenging behaviors, consultation with Special Education Program staff, and facilitation of a six-hour afternoon training session entitled “Effective Strategies for Children with Challenging Behaviors.” The training focused on evidence-based practices in the area of behavioral assessment and positive intervention with 35 public and private school personnel. As a result, training participants gained a better understanding of the Functional Behavioral Analysis (FBA) process and demonstrated their knowledge and skills on the framework of prevention, early intervention, and emergency intervention (for violent/aggressive situations).

Picture shown: On April 2, Tom Babauta (front) leads an activity during the “Effective Strategies for Children with Challenging Behaviors” training session.

Picture showing: On April 3, participants practice techniques for safely restraining a student during a violent situation.

Picture showing: On April 3, Tom Babauta (front right) shows participants different ways to physically restrain an aggressive student.

Guam and CNMI EC Providers and Parents Engage in ASD Training

Guam CEDDERS, in partnership with the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) Public School System, facilitated a week long training for early childhood providers and parents centered on the early development, diagnosis, and intervention of young children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and on “next steps” for the implementation of the Early Start Denver Model (ESDM). The sessions were facilitated by Dr. Giacomo Vivanti from the A.J. Drexel Autism Institute at Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as a follow-up to the February 2018 training sessions held on Guam. Guam sessions for early childhood providers were held from April 22-24 at the Hilton Guam Resort and the GDOE Conference room in Tiyan. The sessions were attended by 45 participants. CNMI sessions were on April 25-26 at the World Resort on Saipan with over 70 early childhood providers. 

Dr. Vivanti also held a parent session on both Guam and Saipan which focused on best practices in intervention for young children with ASD. The Guam session was held on April 24 and was attended by 20 parents. The Saipan session was held on April 25 with 30 participants.

Also in attendance at the sessions on Saipan were representatives from the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) and Republic of Palau. The FSM and Palau education systems are looking at the types of supports needed for children with ASD and their families within their island communities.

Picture shown: Dr. Giacomo Vivanti from the A.J. Drexel Autism Institute in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, began his session on ASD on Guam on April 22.

Picture shown: On April 22, Yolanda Gabriel, Assistant Superintendent, Guam Division of Special Education, gave opening remarks to set the stage for the Guam ASD sessions.

Picture shown: On April 23, Guam participants discussed “What does it look like?” in regards to the current early childhood services and supports for young children with ASD.
Guam and CNMI Engages in ASD Training (con’t)

Picture showing: On April 25, parents and family members from the CNMI listen attentively to the strategies and interventions provided at the parent session held on Saipan by Dr. Vivanti.
Picture showing: On April 22, GDOE School Program Consultant Cathy Tydingco (standing), discussed supports for students and families with ASD with the Department of Public Health and Social Services Bisita and Kariñu program providers.

Picture showing: On April 26, Dr. Vivanti (seated in the center) takes a group photo with representatives from CNMI, Guam CEDDERS, and the delegation from FSM and Palau who traveled to Saipan for the training. (seated L-R) Robin Palacios, CNMI Early Intervention Program Director; Kim Arnold, FSM- Pohnpei State Parent; Dr. Vivanti; Ansina Kony, FSM-Chuuk State Special Education (SpEd) Coordinator; and Nora Renguul, Palau SpEd Coordinator. (standing first row L-R) Dr. Josephine Cruz, Guam CEDDERS Training Associate; Elaine Eclavea, Guam CEDDERS Consultant; Francesca Morei-Misech, Palau Parents Empowered Executive Director; Nora Pangelinan, CNMI Data Management and Compliance Program Manager; Arthur Albert, FSM National Education Assistant Secretary; Beverly Nakamura, FSM-Chuuk State SpEd Teacher; and June De Leon, Guam CEDDERS Associate Director. (standing back row L-R) John Bugulrow, FSM-Yap State SpEd Coordinator, and Eris Wichep, FSM-Pohnpei SpEd Related Service Specialist.

Picture showing: On April 26, CNMI, FSM, and Palau participants take a group photo with the presenter, Dr. Vivanti (second row seated, third person from the left).
CNMI Part C Sponsors Parent Night

On April 11, 52 parents of young children enrolled in the CNMI Early Intervention Program had the opportunity to review and discuss the new Early Childhood Coaching Plan called LATTE which stands for: Learning, Action, Teaching, Tracking, and Everyday routines in home community settings. CNMI Early Intervention staff facilitated a 2-hour parent training with technical assistance and support from Elaine Eclavea, Guam 
CEDDERS Early Childhood Consultant.

The CNMI’s LATTE Coaching Plan is used at each home visit to guide the discussion with families. The LATTE includes symbols that reflect the five components of early childhood coaching using the island life and culture. During the training, parents engaged in table talk discussions on what each component of the LATTE means to them. The figure below describes each component and the symbols describing the process. Robin Palacios, CNMI Early Intervention Program Director, shared the LATTE Coaching Plan with parents and what they can expect during their home visits. The LATTE Coaching Plan will include documentation of the agreed upon strategies that parents will work on until their next home visit.

Picture showing: 52 parents of young children from the CNMI Early Intervention Program joined to discuss the LATTE Coaching Plan.
Langston University Visits UOG

Picture showing: On February 28, representatives from the Langston University Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (LU-RRTC) met with University of Guam (UOG) officials to discuss opportunities for the territory to conduct research in the field of disability and rehabilitation. Langston University will work in collaboration with UOG to provide technical assistance in grant writing, conducting research, data analysis, and research publication. (Front row) L-R: LU-RRTC Representatives: Dr. Courtney Ward-Sutton, Post-Doctoral Fellow; Dr. Renee Starr-Howard, Post-Doctoral Fellow; Dr. Corey L. Moore, Principal Investigator and Research Director; Dr. Edward O. Manyibe, Research Associate & Capacity Building Director; and Dr. Andre L. Washington, Research Assistant Professor & Technical Assistance Coordinator. (Back row) L-R: UOG Staff: Dr. Troy McVey, Interim Assistant Vice President, Director of Graduate Studies; Dr. Anita B. Enriquez, Senior Vice President; Dr. Heidi San Nicolas, Guam CEDDERS Director; Dr. Josephine Cruz, Guam CEDDERS Training Associate; and Peter Barcinas, Institutional Review Board Chair.
Kariñu and MRCOSS Staff Complete Training

Picture showing: On April 4, Vera Blaz, Guam CEDDERS Training Associate, facilitated training using the Center for Social and Emotional Foundations in Early Learning – Positive Solutions for Families Module for service providers from the Department of Public Health and Social Services Kariñu and Manelu, Inc. Micronesian Resource Center One Stop Shop (MRCOSS). The modules, which were recently modified to ensure cultural appropriateness, include six sessions on how to deal with the challenging behaviors of young children.
CSEFEL Facilitators and Cultural Advisor Meet

Picture showing: On June 5, Vera Blaz, Guam CEDDERS Training Associate, met with Juan Martin, Chuukese Cultural Advisor, and staff from Manelu MRCOSS to discuss progress on the translations and facilitation of the culturally adapted Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL) Postive Solutions for Families. Pictured (clockwise from left): Figure-eightmina Kepwe, MCROSS staff; Juan Martin, Chuukese Cultural Advisor; Vera Blaz, Guam CEDDERS Training Associate; and Jennifer Killion, MROCC staff.
Behavioral Health and Disabilities Glossary Presented at NASW Guam Conference

Picture showing: Mariles Benavente, LCSW, LPC, and former Guam CEDDERS Cultural and Linguistic Competence Coordinator, conducted a breakout session titled, “The Behavioral Health Glossary in Chamorro: a Practical Tool towards Health Literacy and Patient-Centered Care,” during the recent Guam Chapter of the National Association of Social Work Conference on March 17, held at the Westin Resort Guam. The glossary was developed to promote the importance of using interpreters, translators, and language products, such as this glossary, to improve access and use of behavioral health and disabilities services by the island’s linguistically diverse population. Ms. Benavente served as the editor of the glossary which was published in 2017 by Guam CEDDERS. A copy of the glossary was given to the over 40 participants who attended the session. For an electronic copy of the glossary, go to www.guamcedders.org/publications-products/.

Picture showing: Ad for the 2019 Neni Directory available for download now. 
Self-Advocate Shares Thoughts on Diversity Day

On April 26 of this year, UOG celebrated its first Diversity Day. People of diverse and disability backgrounds or cultures explored concepts of inclusion, belonging and appreciation of each other. The highly interactive and participatory event engaged in parade, movement, dance, music activities stage shows and speeches which were welcomed and supported by huge numbers of students and the public, all in a highly inclusive way. Days before the event, I was contacted by my professor Dr. Twaddle who informed me of the upcoming event. He recommended that I meet with Dean Camacho, head of the EMSS (Enrollment Management & Student Success) department who talked with me about speaking at the event. This is what I mentioned in my speech: 

“I’m so thankful that a Diversity Day event like this happened. As we are recognizing diversity including disability in UOG and the community, it reminds us also that there are challenges that the diverse population faces. This often speaks requiring us to create and expand our spaces as well as our directions to achieve a desired quality of life. We should always remember that inequality exclusion and homogenaeity is not acceptable. We are evolved people. Therefore, we can show that we care, respect and empathize with one another and surely, it would result in positive social change should we continue doing it.

This event highlights a collaboration which is paramount to create effective partnerships in school, including the community. I’m so glad UOG opened its doors to effectively offer students and the public a team-engaging emotional and educational support in the form of community building or strengthening of one’s self. This will empower students and others to establish an overall tone from diverse shame to diverse pride.”

Picture shown: Maria Bontogon, delivers a speech during the University of Guam’s First Diversity day on April 26. Maria graduated on May 26 with her Bachelors in Psychology. Maria has also been an active member of the Guam CEDDERS Advisory Council and as part of her senior practicum, updated the Self-Advocacy Curriculum.
Student Office Assistant Shares Her Guam CEDDERS Experience

I came on board the Guam CEDDERS team on January 16, 2018 as a part-time Student Office Assistant. By day I’m taking calls, converting newsletters, collecting quotes, inputting data, delivering resource materials to hospitals, involved in outreach events and assisting clinics for infants hearing screening. In the evening, I’m a full-time UOG student working towards her Master’s degree. These are just a few things that’s on my normal day-to-day ‘to do’ list. Transitioning between being an employee and a student for the University is a huge plus as it gave me an opportunity to expand my knowledge further and pick up on other learning skills.

The exposure to the different aspects in this work environment has been a rewarding experience for me. Being able to work alongside professionals, or working with clients or a family member literally has helped me evolve my attitude as well. I have had a first-hand glimpse of the depth of work that they (Guam CEDDERS) put in through their services. I am humbled by the team’s effort and sacrifice to chasing down these clients (literally) and offering the necessary means and support that would benefit these individuals. I truly respect Guam CEDDERS, and its representation for not only the Guam community, but for the entire Micronesia. I feel truly blessed and grateful to be a part of this organization.

Picture shown: EDLynn Beyond, Student Office Assitant
Products Developed This Quarter

Picture showing are 2019 Neni Directory, 2018-2019 Guam Early Hearing Detection & Intervention (Guam EHDI) Progress Report At-A-Glance, and the Guam Early Hearing Detection & Intervention Project (Guam EHDI) Annual Report 2019.
Guam CEDDERS Welcomes New Staff

Brittany Masañg joined Guam CEDDERS staff on March 12 as a Student Office Assistant.

Welcome aboard, Brittany!

Ryan Cueto joined Guam CEDDERS staff on March 18 as an Office Technician. 

Welcome aboard, Ryan!
Tanya Simer transitioned on April 15 to serve as the Guam Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (Guam EHDI) Project’s Research Associate.

Congratulations, Tanya!
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Jun 1: Self-Advocacy Workshop, 8:00am-3:00pm, GSAT House 19
Jun 7: CEDDERS Advisory Council Meeting, 1:00pm-2:30pm, GSAT House 19
Jun 8: Self-Advocacy Workshop, 8:00am-3:00pm, GSAT House 19
Jun 10: State Rehabilitation Council Executive Meeting, 9:00am-11:00am,7th Floor DISID DSS Conference Room, DNA Building
Jun 12: GDDC General Membership Meeting, 11:00am-2:00pm, Holiday Resort
Jun 18: DPHSS High-Risk Hearing Screening, Mangilao Public Health
Jun 19: Guam LAUNCH Positive Solutions for Families Session 2, 9:00am-1:00pm, Dededo
Jun 20: State Rehabilitation Council General Membership Meeting, 10:00am-12:00pm,6th Floor DISID DSS Conference Room, DNA Building
Jun 25: Guam EHDI Evaluation Work Group and Learning Community, 11:00am -2:00pm, Lotte Hotel
Jul 9: GSAT Advisory Council Executive Committee Meeting, 3:30pm-4:30pm, GSAT House 19
Jul 10: Guam LAUNCH Positive Solutions for Families Session 3, 9:00am-1:00pm, Dededo
Jul 12: Project Bisita Parent Cafe, 8:00am-3:00pm, TBA
Jul 23: GSAT Advisory Council General Membership Meeting, 3:30pm-5:00pm, GSAT House 19
Jul 31: Guam LAUNCH Positive Solutions for Families Session 4, 9:00am-1:00pm, Dededo
Aug 9: Project Bisita Parent Cafe, 8:00am-3:00pm, TBA
Aug 20: Guam EHDI Advisory Council Meeting, 10:00am-11:00am, TBA
Aug 21: Guam LAUNCH Positive Solutions for Families Session 5, 9:00am-1:00pm, Dededo
Aug. 22: Project Bisita Positive Solutions for Families Session 1, TBA
Sept 5: Project Bisita Positive Solutions for Families Session 2, TBA
Sept 6: CEDDERS Advisory Council Meeting, 3:30pm, GSAT House 19
Sept 11: Guam LAUNCH Positive Solutions for Families Session 6, 9:00am-1:00pm, Dededo
Sept 13: Project Bisita Parent Cafe, TBA
Sept 19: Project Bisita Positive Solutions for Families Session 3, TBA

For more information on any of these events, please call 735-2479 or visit www.guamcedders.org

The University of Guam Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and Service (Guam CEDDERS) is pleased to announce its television broadcast sponsorship of Including Samuel, a 58-minute documentary which features Samuel Habib, who has cerebral palsy, as he experiences inclusion in his district elementary school and community.

Including Samuel, will be broadcast cast during the month of June

TV 11

June 2, 9, 16, & 23 (Sundays)
3:30 pm

June 6, 13, 20, & 27 (Thursdays)

4:00 pm

GTA Channel 17:

Month of June Everyday

9:00 am & 5:00 p,
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