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Dear Prospective PROJECT EPICS scholar, 

Our department recently received a U.S. Office of Special Education Projects Personnel 
Preparation training grant for “Project EPICS,” which stands for Educating Pacific Island 
Clinicians in Speech-Language Pathology.  This grant provides financial support in the 
form of tuition, books, computer, etc. (see FAQs for details) for individuals who ultimately 
will become speech-language pathologists serving children in their local communities.  

Below you will find a link to a more complete description of Project EPICS and an 
application for the scholarship.  Time is short as the project is set to begin mid-September, 
2015.   

If interested, please submit your application to Catherine Lam, the grant assistant, at 
catherineyuenying.lam@sjsu.edu, by Monday, August 31, 2015.   

Wendy Quach, Ph.D. June McCullough, Ph.D. Gloria Weddington, Ph.D. 
Project Co-Director Project Co-Director Project Coordinator 
wendy.quach@sjsu.edu june.mccullough@sjsu.edu gloria.weddington@sjsu.edu 
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PROJECT EPICS 
The purpose of this project is to provide a program of study leading to an MA in speech-language pathology for 
individuals in the Pacific Islands.  
 
The project will begin with an online introductory course in speech-language pathology, EDSP 110, Resources for 
Human Communication. Acceptance into Project EPICS is contingent upon performance in this course, previous 
university grade point average (GPA), three letters of recommendation, a written essay, and a personal interview.  
 
Once accepted, scholars will be required to complete the academic coursework and clinical pratica required to 
obtain a Master’s degree in speech–language pathology. The academic coursework will provide in-depth evidence-
based information about assessment and intervention to individuals with communication disorders. The practica will 
allow scholars to develop their assessment and therapy skills under the supervision of experienced clinicians.  
 
Scholars with undergraduate degrees in communication disorders from an accredited program will begin enrolling in 
classes in Year 3, but must meet the August 31, 2015 deadline for applying for this project.   
 
All scholars must be accepted as a graduate student at San José State University before they may enroll in 
graduate courses. 

What the scholarship provides: 
• Tuition for required courses. 
• Partial payment for required textbooks for courses. 
• Computers to facilitate remote access to online classes.  
• Travel expenses to San Jose, California for the externship.  

 
Scholarship does not provide: 

• Travel expenses for face-to-face classes and practica in Guam and Saipan. 
 
Service Obligation: 
Scholars must: 

• Work in a facility (school, clinic, hospital, or private practice) that includes children with communication 
disorders for two years for each year of support. Scholars who fail to fulfill the service obligation within a 
specified period of time will be required to repay all funds that have been spent of their behalf, plus 
interest. 

• For more detail regarding the obligations of scholars, including type and duration of service obligations, 
please refer to the document, “Federal Register” on pages 8-23 in this application packet, or visit: 
http://www.serviceobligations.ed.gov. 

Selection Process:   
• Review of essay, letters of recommendation, resume, and transcripts. 
• Performance in the introductory course, EDSP 110. 
• Personal Interview. 
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Checklist of Project EPICS Application Materials:  

! Application, including essay (pages 4 and 5) 

! Three letters of recommendation from college instructors, work supervisors, professional colleagues, 
and/or school administrators. Letters must be written on appropriate letterhead (e.g., university, school, 
Department of Education, employers). 

! Resume 

! Transcripts 
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PROJECT EPICS 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

Scholar Requirements: 
• Desire to serve individuals (ages birth – 21) with communication needs and their families. 

Name   
Social Security # (required for federal assistance) - -  
Address  
Phone: ( ) -   Cell ( ) -  
Email address  
Additional Languages (excluding English)  

Skill Level (spoken)  
Skill Level (written)  
Other languages  

With which race do you identify? (Check all that apply) 
European American  
African American  
Asian  
American Indian / Alaskan Native  
Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander  
Other (Specify) _______________ 

With which ethnicity do you identify? 
Hispanic or Latino  
Non-Hispanic or Latino         
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Please write an essay of at least 400 words that addresses the following: 1) Briefly describe your 
cultural/educational/professional background, 2) Describe any experiences you have had serving children with 
disabilities, either in a work or volunteer capacity, 3) Explain why you are interested in Project EPICS, 4) Explain 
how you would use this education to improve service delivery to children in your island of residence, and 5) 
Describe your career goals.  
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PROJECT EPICS 
Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is Project EPICS? 
Project EPICS is a scholarship/grant that has been awarded to San José State University (SJSU) by the federal 
Office of Special Education Projects (OSEP).  The purpose of the grant is to recruit and educate a cohort of 20 
student scholars residing in six Pacific Island entities who will complete an MA in speech-language pathology 
primarily through a satellite-distance education program.  The distance education model will allow student 
scholars to remain in their local communities for much of the program.   

2. What educational institutions are involved in Project EPICS? 
The distance education program will be provided by SJSU in partnership with the University of Guam 
CEDDERS.  Student scholars will enroll at San José State University and the MA degree itself will be awarded 
by SJSU.   

3. How will student scholars be chosen? 
Student scholars will complete an application, which includes a statement of purpose, resume, and unofficial 
transcripts.  An undergraduate degree in Communication Disorders and Sciences in not required, but students 
with an undergraduate degree in the field are encouraged to apply. Preference will be given to individuals with 
bilingual/bicultural backgrounds.  Applicants will enroll in a “recruitment course” (PD 894) that is a survey of all 
areas of speech-language pathology.  This course will be offered in September, 2015.  The purpose of this 
course is to allow students to determine if this is the field they wish to pursue, and allows faculty to select high 
quality students for the project.  

4. Do I need to take the undergraduate recruitment course PD 894 if I already have an undergraduate 
degree in Communication Disorders and Sciences? 
YES, ALL STUDENTS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN PROJECT EPICS ARE REQUIRED TO TAKE PD 894 
EVEN IF THEY HAVE ALREADY COMPLETED AN UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE IN THE FIELD.  

5. What does it cost to enroll in PD 894? 
This course is a 3-unit professional development course offered through the University of Guam.  Tuition is 
$20 per unit for a total of $60.  Students who are accepted on Project EPICS will be reimbursed for the tuition. 

6. What happens after I take the recruitment course? 
Following the completion of the recruitment course, individuals with a grade of B or better will be invited to 
interview either by telephone or video conference. Students who have been accepted into the project will be 
notified via email. 

7. What specialized activities are required for participation in Project EPICS? 
EPICS scholars will participate in the following activities: 
• Successfully complete all courses with a “B” grade or higher. Failure to maintain a GPA of 3.0 may result in 

automatic disqualification. Individuals with a BA in a field OTHER THAN Communication Disorders and 
Science will begin the program immediately with two years of prerequisite classes. Individuals with a BA in 
Communication Disorders and Science will jump into the graduate courses in Year 3.  

• Apply for Graduate admission at San José State University prior to enrolling in graduate classes. 
• Attend those face-to-face classes offered at the University of Guam.  The scholarship does not fund travel 

and housing costs. 



 

 7 

• Travel to San José, California for 6 – 8 weeks during the summer of the second or third year of the 
graduate program (Academic Year 2018 – 2019 or 2019 – 2020). 

• Become a member of the National Speech-Language-Hearing Association (NSSLHA), both local and 
national chapters. Membership in these organizations shows a commitment to community leadership and 
continuing professional development. 

 
8. What is the course sequence? 

The sequence of courses is included at the end of this document.  Note that all courses are junior-level college 
courses (Years 1 and 2) or graduate-level courses (Years 3, 4, and 5). THESE COURSES ARE RIGOROUS 
AND DEMANDING.  EXPECT APPROXIMATELY 150 HOURS OF 
VIDEO/READING/WRITING/RESEARCHING PER COURSE.   

9. Are additional workshops offered? 
The grant includes a required workshop to prepare students to take the PRAXIS (ASHA certification) exam.  
Additional required or optional workshops designed to enhance the curriculum may be offered throughout the 
program. 
 

10. What is an extern placement? 
It is a full-time practicum in a school, hospital, or clinic  (EDSP 278) that will be completed during the second or 
third year of the three-year MA program. Scholars will be supervised by experienced ASHA certified master 
clinicians at a site selected by the extern manager.  

11. What are the responsibilities during the extern placement? 
Externs will be responsible for: 

• Assessing speech, language, and listening skills, writing reports, defining goals and objectives, and 
providing direct therapy for children and/or adults with communication disorders. 

• Serving on IEP committees and collaborating with classroom teachers and parents to maximize the 
effectiveness of therapy sessions. 

12. When must I enroll in externship? 
Scholars will enroll in Clinical Management in an External Setting (EDSP 278) during the second or third year of 
the three-year MA program. Other practica will be completed in schools and/or hospitals in Guam and Saipan 
under the supervision of an ASHA certified clinician. 

13. What are the obligations of student scholars following the completion of Project EPICS? 
Project EPICS can be looked at as a forgivable loan from the federal government.  In order for the loan to be 
forgiven, upon graduation, graduates must work at a site where 51% of the scholar’s caseload is spent 
providing speech-language services to children (birth – 21) with communication disorders for two years for 
every year of financial support. The site must be in the supporting Department of Education in Guam, CNMI, 
ROP, RMI, FSM, or American Samoa. 

Note: For more details regarding the obligations of scholars, including type and duration of service obligations, 
please refer to the document, “Federal Register” on pages 8-23 in this application packet, or visit 
http://www.serviceobligations.ed.gov.  STUDENTS WHO FAIL TO FULFILL THE OBLIGATION WITHIN A 
SPECIFIED PERIOD OF TIME WILL BE REQUIRED TO REPAY ALL FUNDS THAT HAVE BEEN SPENT ON 
THEIR BEHALF FROM THIS GRANT, PLUS INTEREST, CONSISTENT WITH THE IDEA SERVICE 
OBLIGATION REQUIREMENT. 

14. Where can I work upon graduation to fulfill the requirement? 
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Scholars who are supported by their education departments must complete the service obligation in that 
department if a position is available.  The purpose of Project EPICS is to expand services throughout the 
Pacific Islands. 

15. What is covered by the scholarship? 
The scholarship covers: 

• Tuition for required courses. 
• Reimbursement for textbooks up to $100 per course.  This may not cover the entire amount necessary 

for books each semester but hopefully will average out over the course of the grant.  Many books may 
be purchased used (hard copies) or through digital access that will reduce costs. 

• Computers to facilitate remote access to online classes.  
• Travel expenses to San Jose, California for the externship.  

16. Who is eligible? 
Individuals who want to work with children (birth – 21) with communication disorders upon graduation.  

17. What do I need to apply? 
If interested, please submit a complete application (2 pages, including an essay of interest), transcripts 
(unofficial), three letters of recommendation, and a resume. 
 
Note: The two-page application can be found in pages 4 and 5 in this application packet.  

18. How do I submit the application? 
You can email your complete application to wendy.quach@sjsu.edu and catherineyuenying.lam@sjsu.edu.  

19. When do I apply? 
Applications are due August 31, 2015.  

20. Must I submit my application for graduate admission to SJSU by August 31 as well? 
No. You will apply for graduate admission after you have been accepted as an EPICS scholar, during year 2 of 
the project. You must gain admission prior to enrolling in graduate level courses. 

21. When do the interviews take place? 
The interviews will take place by the end of January 2016.  

22. What happens after I submit the application? 
After reviewing your application, letters of recommendation, transcripts, and resume, an email will be sent to 
you inviting you to register in EDSP 110, Resources for Human Communication (EDSP 110). Your acceptance 
into the grant is contingent upon your performance in this course, previous university grade point average 
(GPA), letters of recommendation, written essay, and your interview.  

23. When will I know if I am accepted? 
You will be informed regarding your application status via email before the end of January 2016.  

24. How will I know if I am accepted to the grant? 
You will receive an email regarding your acceptance.  

25. Can I still receive the Project EPICS scholarship if I have financial grants (e.g., State University Grant)? 
Yes. 
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26. If my tuition is paid in full by other financial grants, will I be able to use the tuition funds for other 
expenses (e.g., stipend, travels, textbooks)? 
No.  You will only receive support for textbooks, travel expenses for externship in San José, California, etc.  

27. If my other financial grant pays for a portion of my tuition, will Project EPICS pay for the remaining 
balance? 
Yes.  The grant will directly pay the balance of your tuition to the Bursar’s Office. 

If your questions have not been answered in this FAQ, please send an email to wendy.quach@sjsu.edu, 
june.mccullough@sjsu.edu, or catherineyuenying.lam@sjsu.edu.  
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Project EPICS – Program 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 - 2015-2016 
Fall 2015 Winter 2016 Spring 2016 Summer 2016 
EDSP 110 - Res for 
Human Commn 
Disorders (Recruitment 
Course)  - 3 units  

EDSP 102 - Lg 
Development 

EDAU 115 - Hearing 
Science (7 weeks) 

EDSP 113 - Speech 
Science 

EDAU 170 - Audiology I 
(7 weeks) 

EDSP 111 – Phonetics 

Year 2 - 2016-2017 
Fall 2016 Winter 2017 Spring 2017 Summer 2017 
EDSP 161 - Normal 
Process of Sp & Lg  

EDAU 172 - Aural 
Rehab 

EDSP 120 - Artic and 
Language Disorders 

EDSP 124 - Ax in 
Speech Pathology 

EDAU 177 (25hrs) 
2 sections 

EDSP 112 - Tx & Mgmnt 
of Sp-Lg Disorders 

Year 3 - 2017-2018 
Fall 2017 Winter 2018 Spring 2018 Summer 2018 
EDSP 251 – Phonology EDSP 259 - Language 

Disorders  
EDSP 254 - 
Neurological Disorders 

EDSP 221-Research 
Methods 

EDSP 277a (25hrs) 
10 supervisors  

EDSP 276 - Clinical 
Practicum Ax 

Year 4 - 2018-2019 
Fall 2018 Winter 2019 Spring 2019 Summer 2019 
 EDSP 277b 
10 supervisors 

EDSP 265 - Cognitive 
Disorders  
 

EDSP 222 - Literacy (7 
weeks) 

EDSP 278 (sec 1) 

EDSP 255 - Motor 
Speech Disorders 

 EDSP 258 - 
Fluency/Voice Disorders 
(7 weeks) 

EDSP 277c 
10 supervisors 

Year 5 - 2019-2020 
Fall 2019 Winter 2020 Spring 2020 Summer 
EDSP 260 - Dysphagia  EDSP 288 – AAC 

 
EDSP 262 – Bilingual EDSP 278 (sec 2) 

TBN 
 

EDSP 277d 
10 supervisors  

EDSP 277c 
10 supervisors 

Comprehensive exams 
PRAXIS exam 
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